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14 To the administrator and the magistrate, and to the judge 

there is an apparently small accomplishment, 
which can be turned into a mighty lever for gaining a hold on 
the people: the apt quotation of proverbs, maxims, and tradi¬ 
tional verses and sayings. They are always well worth study. 

Quote an agricultural aphorism to the fanner, quote a line 
from one of his own popular poets to the man of letters, quote 
a wise saw in reproof or encouragement of a servant, and you 
cannot but perceive the respect and kindly feeling that is 
produced. Say to the North Indian, who comes with a 
belated threat : 44 You should have killed the cat on the firrf 

day ; ’ ’ stay a quarrel with the remark that 1 When two fight 
one will surely fall repeat to one in trouble a verse from one 
of the Indian mediaeval reformers ; jingle a nursery rhyme to a 
child ; quote a text from the Pali Scriptures to a Burman or a 
text from the Koran to Musalman ; speak any one o these 
things with all the force, vigour and raciness of the vernac¬ 
ular. and you will find as your reward the attention 

tr t 

arrested, the dull eye brightened, the unmistakeable look that 
comes of a kindred intelligence awakened. The proverbs of a 
people do not merely afford a phase of anthropological study ; 
they are a powerful force working for influence/ — Sir Hichnrd 

C. Temple, Bt. 

Two words of explanation are necessary. 

First, as regards matter. Proverb lias been interpreted in 
the liberal sense of Webster’s definition, As old and common say- 

twjf/ a phrase which is often repeated ; espe (daily a sentence which 
briefly and forcibly.expresses some practical tenth . or the result of 

Indeed. 



experience and ohserratuoi; a maxim: a son' : on uooye. 

where exceptional interest appeared to justify the liberty, I have 
included expressions that are still in the undemarcated borderland 
between proverb, idiom, and slang. Only phrases heard in actual 

conversation with Malays have been recorded. 

§ 

Second, as regards arrangement. The requisites of a proverb 

are said to 1m* shortness , sense, salt, and general acceptance . The 

Nailing and Johor proverbs do not all comply with this !a>t re¬ 
quisite: the terse wit of Johor would be caviare in Naning: just as 
the homely and at times uncouth brogue oi the Naning peasant is 
most unintelligible to the educated Johor Malay. The proverbs 

ave therefore been grouped in three divisions, 
consist* of widely known proverbs n«>t included m the published 
collections of Sir W. E. Maxwell and Sir Hugh Clifford. The 

second, <>f proverbs collected in Naning during the years urn: mid 
1908. The third. <>f proverbs collected at Bain Pahat, Johor, 
diiriiur t"»c* vears 1911 and 191*2. 


r i t 



ic lirM division 
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For the avoidance ot‘ redundant explanations, I have attempt¬ 


ed, in setting down the Waning proverbs, a sort of sequence, I 
hope without great saeritiee of exact interpretation. 

Sir W. E. Maxwell’s paper in Volume I of this Journal, and 
Mr. It. J. Wilkinson’s essay in the series of Papers on Malay 
ieets. have made unnecessary anv remarks on the general 



characteristics of 



m/ 4 

Malay proverb. Tin 



of the Xaning expressions, at least, well illustrate 
conclusion, that his proverbs show the 


nature 


r. 



most 






* Peninsula to 

be a person far more addicted to curry and rice than to the methods 


of 



ism for which he was once romantically famous. 


I regret that modern taste compels the exclusion ol many o 
t interesting and characteristic of Malay proverbs. 

vernacular inoffensive: mil 


f 



the 

genius of Malay speech makes the 
translation and explanation would he intolerable, save perhaps in 
;i page of Burton or a footnote of Gibbon, and there too u veiled 
“ in the obscurity of a learned language.” 


Part I. 


Part I. The p roverbs in this division have been collected in van- 

arc, nearly all of them, I be- 

i. Most 




av 


ous parts of the Peninsula. ; 
lieve, the common property of* the Peninsnlai 
of them have been heard in at least two different places. 

1. V 



Grom] nirtigoil, kolou ikon I epos besar-loh, 
the custom of anglers, if a fish escapes it was a big out 


The boast \v 



an 


*• * 


t * 


Mitii/ok duyong m&f&Tidcing do gong. 
Mermaid’s oil to frv the mermaid. 


r t * 


phi 


i*i 



ias 



mean i iiiis. 


(1) “hoist with his own petard;” and 


( y ) to repay i it for tat. 



Tn the second sense I have 

otf an opponent’s hall at 
whose hall has been 


it used to defend tin 




potted previously 


by a 

* 



w 


o r 
ith 


a diHVivnt inranimr in Kiliran 



* 


1107. 


The 


a 



3 . 


following proverb has 

llnliinif ihmih di-bolos 
blood-dehts repaid with blood 


ar sense. 



To repay in kind, tit for tat. 'Phis phrase seems to iisve 

originated as a maxim of the Adat Tcmenggong. tin 


the Malav 


■L K 


Ip.r to ho tn* s*. tin* main pTtvrpts of whirl i mv. 


stinpfi berhufamj stripa TftSfhlutt/nr. 
si ftp ft snlnh sin pa herh mhnnp, 

siapa bunok siapa hina f iuioh; 


# This is a collection of Malay proverbs. 
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( 







who owes payt 
who 

who s 




sins pays 
lavs is >1 



penalty. 



t. 


Bersilat kn-pada butn, 
fencing with a blind man. 
ihc proverb has two meanings, 

( 1) an ease victory over an 

/ to « 

anv contest, e.ii. chew 

tjF 

ii 2) vain display wasted on 

In this sense compare. 






unappra 



wcmi 



an suara Jca-padci pSkak, 


fiu'nhjakan pakaiat 2 rhautrk fai-ptuht hula; 
to show oil* a voice to the dral\ 




to display fine clothes to tin 

Makati di-hior herode di-dalam. 



I M 


I 


eating outside the house* relieving nature within. 


Behaviour, to Malays, the reverse of natural propria 


* i * 


;1 T i d 


so a proverb for 


6. 


( 1) had manners, or 
( 2 ) topsv-tiirvvdom. ( h'irjn bullk 

miisd/i (Ii -dn him si'll m ul, 

an enemv under the coverlet: 



‘onn .) 


A traitor in one’s own house. The proverb is also used in the 


aim- vnse a 


pamr urn hum hi mi in nil 


1 he I once cat.- 



5 crop. 


7. 





ran dm mimlmn meensn mem 
In jinndm iiie-nelm e\ Iieosn h nL’< 
a skilful thief Feels the joy of profit, 
an unskilful thief the pain of bonds, 
s. and amorous intriirucs. are rewarded 


and judged. 


according to their success or failure. 


8. 



I'a n dn i menelmn sn - rasa mem 
In pn mini me min pa! sn-rnsn men elm n . 

thefts appear like earnings. 



ii nsk 



* I * 



earnings appear like thefts. 

the Malay non-moral admiration for 


u>t rale 



Flic proverb mHHHHHHHmHHHHHHH 

ami intelligence, noted bv* Mr. Wilkinson in hi 


paper on 


Malax 


rl 


11 ro\en» 

harsh as the English theft: fcht 

i’ / 

gettings. 


'The meaning of menchufi is not * 



a> 


word descr 




te; 



9. 



ora n </ 

m r 

where 


matt sa-rthu datia . 

■ * 

(a otaa sa-rihu dot eh : 


tl 


left 


a \n 




re are a thousand wav 


where there's no w 



a 



otisand excuses. 
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sa-rihn j/ayak, a thousand difficulties, and sa-nbn b&nch(tft(i, a 
thousand dangers, are common variants of the last line. 


10 . 


I hih u!u finmui/ selaninif best 

onee a knife, now mere iron: 


th(* decay of physical. mental, or, particularly, sex us 
i nr line sds'o occurs as the set 
and foreshadow. 


fr « 


oml line of iHiiiluii, to 


power 
I ia la ore 


thili ul it sn i/n in/ srh urn in/ Ih'ii rln. 

once love now hate. 

( ompare 



in the fourth 
I'amng besi. So. Ill in 
volume XI of this journal. 




erh 




Sir \V. K. Max we 




ion in 



l i. Miikn n sir eli bibir Id 

eating betel, but the lips are not reu. 

expression for feminine jealousy. I am un- 


A prover 

able to satisfy .myself as to how the phrase acquired this sign! 
canee: perhaps the retention of the crimson betel iuice in the 




uni 



mrirests 


i ' 



* eonee; 



MI O 



den tire of jealousy 


1 


1 /1 in /lil'ii n fro in di-maln n I Unis, 


dtvamiiur of tin 


* ^ * 


mi"; eaten bv rats : 


suspicion of impending disaster, particularly of eonju 
fidelity. 

13. 


mi! iii 


Berya atony tidal' b fir tali, 
he run la i tidal' beenpi: 
hanging without a string, 

“ ~ ~ T 

scorching without a (ire. 

The position of a woman deserted bv her husband* out not 


divorced : recoivimr no maintenance (//// 



ill tin iv hoI to \ hut 


un; 




>n. 


o to obtain a separ 

Sir \\ . K. MaxweM gives another meaning 

i ^ T 

his collection in volume I. No. 2~>. 


( > 


f his proverb in 


14. 


Sa-hari bfibini sa-hari hfirudah jikirnn, 
sn-han hern mil' sa-hari tun : 

■ each day of married life a dav of changed mind 

# • 

t'aich clav of narentage a <iav of airciriff. 

« I t ( r ’ ™ 

Domesticity after the w ild life of the bachelor. 


IS. 


Bo gut ho/tor di-hujong tflufiiok, 

t‘ <m the forefinger tip; 





e remains of tin 

verv easih 
* • 

m 



oaf for chewing. 




ineared on the betel 

wiped off. 

o precarious position of a person of 

easily dismissed wlien eesired: for example 
servants whose* di>< liarge rests oit the whim of their employer* 

f her husband. 


i * j in ]>orta i tee, 

j I | ( ‘ OOS11 10)1 ( *1 



or of a w ife who^e flivoree lies vvi 




The next proverb is somewhat similar 


e <<aprice o 
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00 


16 . 


datung la' b&rilhnput, puhing In' hfrhanlar. 

arriving—miwel corned, departing'—unescorted 


a person of no inipoi tanee f 
consideration. 


17. 


bowing the head. Iml 

t' 

11 le re< »i i . 


I )ue 

There 

a I wave achieved bv 


i> a mean 



een 


oil 


who 

deserve 

and 

receives 

littlo 

m in tat/ ptjak , 



1 ft Ml ‘ 1 

not 

in v it i ng 

4 

the 

foo: to 

IH*C< 1 

cause n<> 

less 

of >(•] f-n 

| >eet. 

>set|uiousiiess 

and 

rude lies; 

s, not 

ael 

doiii mis^ 

■ed } 

>v Malax - : 

• 


18 . 




I\n-len</ah pint bolelt, h'a-lcpt pun bole It , 

erve. to tlu* edge will serve. 

* i 

the rough with the smooth. 

r 

ahsenee of fastidiousness or elleminaev. Contrast the 

essions Tttntt Pnttri LiHn and Tuan Pufcri Dalit 


to the middle w 
A hardv fellow who w 




Johor e 


Gula, below. 



19 . 


lit'>■;/it ndek m tiicbus 

for a mistress a 




< 


hat 


M 



Luxuries, of 



kind 



a i 



require 

of the 


' hi c at/It a nl-n r, 

e, for a wife a bride-price, 

to he paid for. Also, ‘six 
cras the more common 






of one and 
proverb sa- 

20. (.Scroll In Ira ajal malt. 

misfortune—a wound, destiny—death. 

_ i ’(• 

An expression of resignation uttered before any enterprise. 



W 



• issue, whether a 

providence. 


mu 


r»*\ erse or a ^uprcun 


disaster, rest 


21 . 



Jjffin (Ii-nutI him dt- 

one thiiiLf desired, another 



ii' decreet 


L 



Hopes disappointed or f 

t he Endish proverb, 

1 /iii* ~ 

“ man proposes, i*o<l disposes. 

, l { firoh hi ihP licit uuh ha u , 

# 

u misfortune that slave no warnm 


Hied diversely: a close parallel to 


4 I 




A sueden and unexpected disaster: 

a jungle metaphor from the warning snu 

, Mati tidal/ Imrna sum pah- 

hulup tidal/ l/arna koul ; 
we die, not for curses, 
we live, not for prayers. 

A sententious expression of latali>m n uan 
any undertaking 1 heard it used in criticism < 

eeremonv undertaken by a - 

Singapore, before the commencement oi a 


c metaphor is p* 
• II of wild aniina 


rhaps 


ling th 


t 


% % 


1 \iwaim* at 



e 


a 

m 


ni trial 



issue oi 

cooling 

% 

> Court. 


24 . 


l!inr bcrticntuit/ join/on pula' 1 . 

£ the tie be slender hut not severed 
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or provisions or 



A maxim advising the keeping of a reserve, however still 

»r resources: or the maintenance of anv tie. 

i 

The i * \a<-t meaning of g&ntilig is a narrow connection 

sort, such as the neck of a promontory, or a ridge joining two 

hills, or a mountain pass. 




Zn 
** • 


with < 

at sea 


Walctu sa-j$nghiI Ionian, 
though but a span — the sea 



Its ( 



gers ami uncertainties. A maxim oi' 


the caution j&ngan di-rlmni, do not make light 



n*o 


• * 



IS <» 


ften added in quotation—: and a warning against 



26 . 


ness in other matters. Compare tin* English proverb, 

Do not crow before von are out of the wood.’’ 

* 

JlH'ol to’ th 4 rhajini . jaoh to’ In'ra/m ontora, 
near—hut not to be grasped, far—but no great wav oil. 

~ i y i 

So near ami vet so far: something out of reach, 

* * 

as the shore to a boat becalmed, or well-guarded mistress to a 

|F 

lover, 1 omparc the pantun. 




11. 


h-pan da nr/ da pa! di-prtek ta holrh , 

laksam bun pa di-dalam chfitwiw: 

tin 1 eve can >oe, the hand cannot pluck, 

tin pat beet eh d i -i/orZnrf. 


\0 a flower in a mirror. 




ko rice in the 

the husks keep splitting off \vi 

white. 


k toastinu\* 



a e 


rack! 


md the rice 



K\t reme olausi 



cross cxnmmation. 


v: < 


n 


i ^ 




•ciallv, readv specious answers to 

a ™ * 1 

■ the 


av romance 


< 



% e cc 



is 


i 


to describe the noise of the continuous firing of cannon. 


2S. 


/’idol,- In'ml di-ain pu-am ////. 

not heavv, but braced and staved: 



nine 


a slight burden with nnneees>arv >u 

4 ! * 

Whol 1 v uniKM ossary preeaut ions, 
with 1 iie more common proverb, its convursc 1 . 

ini da be ban baiu di-aa/tts, 

♦ • 

having no burden, to carrv a stone on the 





it ed 





an expression for the creation of irratiiitoii 



29 


{ 


S a-kali m rreuf/koh da if out/ daa tiff a pa la a f t via npson *j . 
sa-knli ntenf/orak para daa lit/a halanff iaapsni : 

one tuff at the oar, and two or three islands are pa 

“ p 1 * • 

one fulfilment of resolve, and two or three debts are p«tiit. 

s, has many applica* 

shment of 

govern 1 offences at one reckoning, or the occasional exertion of 

See h’ ili ran Ttndi. No. 20’i. 



< 


This proverb, like most Malay prover 

s. I have heard it used to describe tin 



a clever hut idle man 



nnif rihnl. kfluor x?nml. 

entering — a whirlwind, departing 


— an : 
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30 . 
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«■ i 




legation of the blusiejjer. Compare the English pro- 


I * 


coining in like a lion, going out like a 





* i 


31. 


Hi’no’rnh berkubiltni. 

herojd herjiet/ant/ rkur; 

entrusting a task, but overseeing it. 


■ * 


CXC11111 IF 



I *’ 



ihg cock, lint 




tail. 



n*r vision. 


An incomplete trust that adds a jealous s 
Oja is the action of the trainer ( juara ) in setting his bird 


against its mioone 



(Cf. Iit'iia.) 


32. 


1 it ur.bok rusok bitir senak, 
a dig in the ribs should cause an ache. 

fj 

Tumbok rusok is a common colloquialism for a quiet bribe 


The proverb is a piece of Malay worldly wisdom: if a bribe is 
offered, let it be considerable; small bribes are ineffective in 
two ways, they fail to procure the service required, and they 

give the donor no bold over the acceptor ol them. A good 


c \ i 


mn 


MC o 


r th 


c u % )Sf 



(* 



I Iff' H'tl of nn<\ 


Part 11 . Nanintr Proverbs. 


ric 


in 




io speech of Nailing Malays is 
expressions of ad kinds, saws, adages, and 

maxims, both in prose and metre. Indeed, the origin of many 
proverbs common in Johor and Perak can be traced in Men* 

angkabau h'nnnfoi. where their form and meaning are often 

C_ • ^ i 

Widely * I i I1'< ‘rent from those subsequently acquired. 


The }iroverbs quoted below arc classed roughly in two groups, 
the first group dealing with the problems of married life, the 
second with the administration of customary law. 


1- Proverbs on married life* 


The del icab 


; problems of marri¬ 
ed life are of perennial interest to Malays, and .gain peculiar 

importance in Nailing from the practice of exogamy, A 
marriage is a matter of tribal interest, a miniature alliance 
betweem two clans; The husband at marriage passes from his 


own tribe into that of hi? 


Wile, i 


ubjeet to her family, lives 


or house. till> her Helds. Divorce. Iikt 


arriage, ha- a 



r 


ml 

tribal import: as in Acheh, it is seldom merely an expression 

of ill temper or a mark of the cooling of first love; but i 

*rate step taken with all proper courtesies. The man 
leaves his wife’s tribe and house; the children remain n 

h 


a < 




el 


; he removes the personal property wrought by him it 
marriage; joint earnings are divided. 

It is the dufcv of parents t<> arrange earlv marriages for theii 

• I * t f 

children. for the young unmarried Malax of either sex. in 


qp. ^ ” 

Xaning as elsewhere, is \erv much the child of nature. 
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33. Hum olt liuyyal mi rutty ha it lit, 

ora tty htijuny mrany jilttah; 

the empty liousc is a roost of ghosts, 
the u.umarried a roost of slanders. 
Marriage is safest: it avoids the ealumnio: 

simile life. 



attend on 


There are saws to warn the youthful of the folly of wi 

ft/ 1 / 

oa is : for e 

34. 




MO. 


Ir-ttyl'uas j'iiilu Ira i n.l a it y, 

sUera puas badan m *~iiyandany 

boughs to har the eattle-shc* 

«d. 




passion sated. 

Certainly married life is best. 



da ripa da her pull uy bail r berhulu; 
better a halted blade than a ha ft less blade. 



tin 



•ejecting butt of a knife-blade w 



i- 


buried in the handle. ) 

A Malay seems never too old for thoughts ot marriage, 

1/ 


36. 


hui-tua la pal ta tidor di-afaa lauuh; 

However old the squirrel he will not sleep on the ground. 


((Ilia a ban. 



i 


mad iii 


I i 


I ) 


I grey hairs, is mother expression 


I I'i i * 



j encompassed with Bid®} 

u r the Aeheh custom. 


for uxorious age.) 

o / 

Nailing l>etiothal and niarria 
ancient formalities, strongly r< 

Tlie formal proposal and acceptance are made with set speeches 

and a great display of hnniilitv. A proverbial expression 

™ * ■> 

much used in sclf-dcpreciat inn hv parents, the hand of whose 
da u if liter is 



37. 



Oil" 


/uuh kehun h f '/*/*<//////*. 

I unit rutnnh her 
limit nnnlr herlaki; 

the fort une of a garden is a fence 

i ' 

of a house an inmate, 
of a girl a husband. 

\ outlier expression commonly used c 


ueh an orea 

3H. kerhll htpnk Innt/nn niftni t/i-hulahkan ; 

hands too small, (to receive vour favours), 

# ■ * 

I hold out a winnowing trav. 

t *• 

1 



ie irregular methods <d marriage in Naning are verv >nui- 

“ , * ” 4 m * 1 

lar to those in Bern ha u described fullv in u ItetUuBU, Parr ami 
Maekiay, \ olmnr of this Journal. The following proverb 
describes the reejui remettts of the man who essavs the method 

of marriage by storm (menunnhi, tnnukdp Wfttwi pdtijtt* 
mmah ,) bv forcil>le entry into tin* house »d the chosen ladv. 


39. 


jhuhl hltbuHf L'ullf-n 
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nmlat harhar wus-tti/a inulaa, 
hah be ram sen jut a (a jaw; 

a I>road chot ami a tough hide to it 

a loud mouth ami monev lo match. 



drubbing as wc 



i la 


N' 


anisitcs. Noi 


” m 

ii stout heart and sharp weapons therewith, 
f * must be o repared for failure of his suit and a se\en 

he possesses 

adavs the second ipialiliratiou is found the most v* 
peciallj if a prosecution for criminal trespass, before an mi 
wary Magistrate, follows the atte 




, * 



A type of the useless son-in-law, the worthless acquisition 

o wife, is the stupid fellow, loomed to mis- 


to tlie tribe 
fort u lie. 


t ► 



40 . 


II 

as hi 


tea -la til j iSch ah pi* ra ha. 
ha-dural prchult pvriok; 
at sea he wrecks the boat. 

ashore he breaks tie* eookiug-pot 


e w 



waste the property of his wife and her elai , as wt 



e e 






is also listed a> a eurse .) 
of the exoiramie practice, is 




own m mgmgs. i 

* i 

Monogamy. ;i mitund n 

1 • 1 

the nil <• in Nnning in spite of the Muhammadan sanction I’m 

polygamy. Occasionally a richer peasant or Penghulu w 
attempt tin* adventure of a second wife* but the rivals w 

resort, sooner or lutin’, to toe ordeal of a public personal coin 
but. Separate establishments, mile- apart, arc essential. Tin 
suggestion of 

41 . n at tin ij a a sa-kaa duu < 1 . 

t * 

ha la tn daa sa-$a n t/ku r ; 
two tigers one pen. 
two ground-doves one cagei 



IS 

f, ’lu 
M ala v 

m 

42 . 


m, 1 _ T * 

not to be entertained for a moment. 


Nailing Ma uv> arc neither more nor u 

rigues are not unknow n : 


moi a 


I halt 



i *|>e\\ 


t’uau sa~ 


re. 




i 


a tuf ( 



S 



M-jinjang daa pPlr&ii . 


one sugar-pi 





* t 


, * 


oik* mastei two familiar 

of 


is the |)r<>\crbial <lesci 

as ;i husband. 





adv with a lover a- well 


• * 


* s u/at is tile bamboo pole by w 
the inat/an;/ for the gllglir-juitl 

In pI o! lore and Item bait 



r. 



tapper e 



i- to lap 



♦ 



essioii *leserihes a peeiifiiar 
ee Iieinhau/* Tarr and 


i: 


offence against tribal cowstoni. 
Maekrav, Journal No. 


I >i\ on v must 



avt 



eu fare in tie* pre-Muhammadan days 
of the Adat: but then* arc old sententious aphorisms suggest- 
ing that it was not 



vlloWll. 


ii. A. Shi-.. 


No. ti i 


1 *t 1 1. 
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43 . 


Tin 


Hink huunuj-mja julm/. 

It it/iip lunan(j-n;ia nittli , 

knsrh Iinim>(/-n>i/a rlirmi.; 
o betrothed of good is evil, 

the betrothed of life is death, 
tlie betrothed of love is separation* 




when tlu 



•ase is used as a polite expression of resigmit'on, 

s of a divorce are being arranged. 

o o 

ere are characteristic Malav warnings against too passion* 

«> cj k 


( 



ah 


» * 



*c 



44. 


kcnnmjhin hini, final: nrant/. 
kemngkan anal:, clinch a ora n;/: 
affection for a wife—the <* 



ol otlw 


i 

I * 


;i Meet ion for ;i < 




5 grandchild of ot hers : 


a reminder <»f the separations of death or divorce, with a 
special significance for Malays living under Menangkabaii 
custom, hv which, as mentioned above, on a divorce the children 



t ri 



o 


e w 


the mother, and tin* man h*avcs tin 
ife. and returns to liis own clan. 



so am 


I 


when it comes, concerns two chins, 

forma I ities. 




mi 



i 


remain w 

f th 

Like marriage, divorct 
nul rcipiircs the ohservatice of i 

Musok pan dun;/ kn-hoda pmt, 
kt'hwr ptntt/tnnj ka-bf'lakamj; 
entering, look forwards. 

i 7 * 

departing, look back wan 

«i common proverb. The most peaceful Malay peasant 

lit 1 roused to bloodshed >v a gr<>ss rudene 

a ” 

i 9 

ng eases i hat occur from turn 
have their origin in the neglect 


says 

may 

folk. Many of the 

4 

I* Xaning 


to his women 



t >» 



in 





of this maxi 



A 


*r< 


definite warning is eonveved bv the following home¬ 


ly proverb. 


46. 




hfrlukitr it t (‘ it <f It a la u m <~n tjc pak, 

ht'rhiktir tHlhit/Itt’la tii.hnjt'ml> ns ; 

the change that drives out. provokes a 
the change that drags out. a snort. 

I 

The metaphor is of the urging of a reluctant buffalo from 
c field: drive her from the rear, she kicks hack: drag 



i 



• nose-ring 



norts threatening!v at heel. So a too 


In 

* 

ab- 


r 



or n 


umli 


i I VI > 1*1 '( 1 \v 



4*11 ta i 



the ladv hoi 



an unedifvinji encounter w 

*r menfolk. 



cm* ami max provoke reprisals from 

. i I 

The whole influence «»l t ie Adat is against tre<|ueut divorr-L 
And so the much-married man of other Malax States, of xvhoin 


the bee that hums from flower to flower {knmhuna mhnjn'mfl 


ha nr/a ) i 



* type, is not greatly admired in Xaning 

* A 1 &. j . * 



discouraged xvi 



ome such ancient jest as this. 


Iour St r 


i\\* BrnficU 


I 
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47. ora hi/ berbiiii-bitiiiut . 

beranak fa mcni/uroh. 
her tana ni 

the man who Hits from wife to wife, 

gets children hut commands them not, 

s crops but eats no fruit thereof. 

]»ut lie may retort with a jingle at the expense of the man 

who marries a widow, and has the thankless burden of step¬ 
child ren, 

48. h'Q-bilek ka-dapur, 

in eiigg u I a i asa m p edas ; 

ifek bertelur, 
a i/a m mine fas : 
to the room, to the kitchen, 
curry the acid fruits; 

V 

a duck lavs the egg, 

a hen hatches it. 




To quote the first two lines would be s 

The other might reply with a pantun 
A aili ka-bvkit meinbeli ladn. 
la da $t i-hi ji di-be/ah tujoh : 
a pa sak if bi’rbiui janda, 
flunk tiri hot eh di-svroh? 

(’limb the hill and buy pepper, 
a pepper-corn split in seven: 
what ails it to marry a widow. 


dent for his pur 


with step-children i" command: 

. e idea of the Nailing Ma av i- a 

■ * 

litv with a loyal sharing of the hitter ami 




marnage of e< 

I 

the sweet. 



a- 


49. 


Herat sama di-tatana 

. l./ 


f 


rhi(/ain sama di-leinkkau; 
together supporting the heavy, 

together setting down the light. 

C7 o r? 

Ami in Naning a well-made marriage lias tin* moral support 

s. Nowhere in 


oi iwo clans, not merely of two fa 

§ 





leninsuia are there to In* found more exHinples of loyal life* 
lonir unions. As the 


SO. 


> proven) says, 

htihij>ahni nutfom keni/tntt; prruL 
trilobahui hath saiti/nn molt: 

t he winning of a meal fill> tin* be 

a viiminsr of a I ova I heart is ;* 





clomp treasure 


m 


Proverbs on the administration ot the Adat. I In* >*•(*»» 
q) ass uf proverbs deals wit It the administration of rtistuinarv 
law. The Pustom fo-dav surviving in Naning is but a maim¬ 



ed fragment of u« 
could bo expressed in th^ -ayiny 


Adat Menanirkabati. whose former f 



* < ^ 


A. >'»■ No. 07, 191 i. 
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was (levs troved 


at ire we are in the womb of custom, 

(lend we are in Ihe womb of earth. 

After the Nailing' war, most regrettable of all military opera¬ 
tions, the political constitution of the State 
so fully and deliberately, that instructions were even issued 

iy ' 

llutl Ih (> lerws * Da l too and ‘ Snokoo be not used! ' This 
would swill to-dav an uimeeessarv nreeaut ion: 
indeed, survived. 

most powerful State of the Negri St 

superior IVmrhulu on a monthly salary of thirtv dollars: the 

( tj > * ■ ■■ 

criminal 



* terms have. 
But the Datok Nailing, once head of the 

4 T . 

. is to-day a 







O 


r ti 


U 


Vdat is restricted to offences de¬ 


clared hv the Procedure ( ode to be eonipoundable \ and sayings 


that expressed a peasant’s awe of a ti 

tion under a hopeless wrong, are now 



c 



* 




or his resigna- 
to the more or 


less harmless activities of the kampong elders, or to 
terestinir behaviour of the new District Otlicer. 



ln- 


N 




I * Vt 


ritanci 


I I 



in all questions of property,, marriage 

a very present reality to 




is 




Xaning peasant, and even in criminal matters 
of the old men of former 



significance. 

lil, 





e a 



s have a genuine, if 
wrongs are felt as keen I v as great 

C. 7 ? / 

(Imm in the flesh; and I licit 





is a matter of not less moment to me injure! 

c Adat is a peaceful settlement of dispute 


rn 


I 



idea I 


<» 


t 





on the lines of ancient precedent, without the issue ot a con¬ 
tested trial. 


51. 



r/rei 



in ma hi/ 

a!ah berkelunt 
sa-rai/u ber jabai lani/tin ; 

victory 
defeat 

; I n reel i lent 


a defeated foe, 
a bowed head. 


av? 



it lea\ 



t 


— a loimne: of hands; 

ft a ’ J 

— __ jj, j f A I 

rb. Even successful litigation is unsatisfactory 


in embittered foe. 



A Malav is general!!' a ih..., 

* ~ 

and always an unhappy, litigant : and certainly n Magistrate 
at Alor Gajah finds that the content of the district increases 



ki**; t 


ei 



in proportion as the settlement of coinooimdable nu 
customary lines is eneoitrased, and the decisions ot the lVng 


hiiliis ;ire judiciously 



> 




But it 



is premature io 
ions are si ill hot 


lUrinpt the settlement of a ipKirro 


1 


w mic pas? 

The proverb savSj 


=; y 

** m 


bunj/i i/odain di-hit tan irn’r 1 oi/i/nm/kan, 

bnni/i baji di-lnnr mera/mlkon; 
hammering in the forest is the noise 



cleavage. 



sound of wedges v 
toget her. 




is th 


jr 

♦ 


o 


f bringing 


Jour, Straits lraii< li 
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The wedges hammered in i 1 1 «.* jungle are the wedges that 

split tlx* trunks: the wed ires hammered outside arc the wed g es 

9 o 

(between the rattan bindings and the sticks) t<> tighten the 

" / o 

faggots. Jsot while angry words are .-till heard, but only when 

'— I i/ 7 aJ 




the first heat has cooled, and the parties are met together, es 

The proverb to describe the perfect 
ettlenient—used also to describe the concord of clansmen or 


arbitration la* begun. 


friends, i.- 


53. 



HI Hi (I HJ-I/O, 
h<’rl(Nf/ff(ni(j so wo &a-ruifiin . 

in i/a ng kali hi nut so~(H(/onff . 
ment/huu/f/ap birsempulnn : 
saving K yes v with one voire. 


Ws 



< r w 



one swav and swing of the arms. 


AVI. 


< 


1 I) 


stepping with one tread 
alighting in a eovev. 

" “ t 

e parties agree to 



i sc 




nnent, it remains only for 

<r 4 

>al elders to amend the injury by awarding com pen sa- 



54. 




V m 


burok tli-baiki. 
kusut (U-aelesaikttn: 
the injured is made whole, 
the tangled is made straight. 

c ^ r 

is done bv seeking and applying the customary remedy, 

• I | t/ O V I 

so-hori ItiInnif stt-Iton di - rltftn , 
sakil di-uhal. Inko Ji-tnsak: 


a dav of Io> v is n dav of : 


sea vi 


*li. 


T 


i > 


the hurt is healed, tin 1 wound is stanched, 
search for ihe custom” l nitnchart fl< 



i 



with a real significance. 

cedeut ready to hand it remain 


n 



(i 


nl v t 



a j >h ra se 
date pro- 


50. 


And feu 


ho ju sod oh fh-sanmt/kan , 

Urnbaga tula di-tuangi; 
when a coat is ready it is put on. 
when a mould is there the metal is 

cases are conceivable for which there cannot ho 
a customary remedv t for the Ad at is omnipresent, has 



1 in. 


found 

an universal application 


r>/. 


ka-lnut hit’lljadi upotig, 
ka-darat min jadi stilohf 
at sea driftwood, 
a shore a torch : 


ha v 


floating up in every creek am 

for the remedv 



ati hit even 



n« 


But the ** scare 


is 



mi ne 



t >hort 


m»r easv. The hlood-pricc I<>r a wo 



for example, w 



1 >e 


Varied by the amount of provocation, and also according, in 


K. .V, Sov,, IV y. 07, 1014. 
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words of the Adat, as the wound " irr*»\v?> < 


»n tlu 



Oil 



or in the vallev 


* * 


(tuniboh di-bukit, di-lercng, 



t hill 


is, on 


the head—where it is visible; on 




where it is Concealed hv the clothing; or on the leg —® 



box 

less expensive 

In cases of difficulty reference is often had to the women, 

« 

who, in Xaniinr as in A( 




are not onlv the hereditary guar- 
dians of tradition, but frequently show a knowledge of affairs 
and a sound understanding superior to their me 

When the suspected ott’ender denies his guilt and all offers 
of arbitration are refused, there is no remedy but a resort to 

J 1 / 

a trial, 

pul us luh, pu tun kelaican, 
put un ke/ikir, rv at pong hidong; 
rope broken, cheek-string broken, 
nose-ring broken, nostril torn. 

» Ini Halo is unmaiuurcnblc: tlieie is no bold or means ol 

■ complaint 


5K. 



coercion. And so tlic matter iTOCS to tri; 
must lie laid in the proper quarter, 

59. m e no m hot* ko-lesong . 

her tana Is ka-periok: 

>ound rice in a mortar, 
cook rice in a pot. 

A matter \ iat tin* elder 




must not he taken to 
1 >i>t riet 



m-bopti) competent to dt 
e tribal chief (Icmhucfti) : even 


•rich 






>r nil c n<In 

1 icsideut . 


jer w 

by a petition to 

But the lower autlmritv 
when support is demanded: 

60 . 


I if proceedings an* commenced 


d lovallv 


upport 




I a wa/i me to 1 j is , eh 0 fid oik/ men u pong ; 


backing the weak, propping the 

eu goes to trial : hut 



The mat ter 





t rni 


t f 



ers widely from an Km 


11 in tei 

r m 



•open n 1 uqunw 

verv wholesome distrust of oral evidence. 


r 1 


( 


1 



Ada 1 
as a 


61 . 


beraleh /coin ka-balik rumah , 


bend eh 



np kn- 




change a -arong behind the house, 

ge a word behind tin* tongue. 



L\ing i ~ racin' than changing rlotlu*-: privacy is not n ,,(r 


:arv for tin* performance. 


eiou 


Tie* Adat cuothod of iiujuin is bast'd on a 

;i^ opposed to 1 mi I evidence, 
v from Vuluimmadau law. 


>ciief in ( ‘i ,( 



t a n t vs 


I 


n 



S it i 



ci*.s con 


62 


hokum berthn dengan mk.si, 
mini herdiri dengan tan do; 

religious law is established bv witne 
custom is established bv signs. 


jyur. Strait Hrunclt 
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The inquiry begins, then, with 
evidence of a sign. it is a maxim 

ot the twelve, offences has its 

m m 

culprit may be detected. For ex 

63. ninth an hakar, bfirpnntong sttloh : 

■ chttri sain tin. tedetas diluting; 

it pas each tut. bersisa tnak an; 

arson, tlie butt of a torch: 

theft and ]ullage, a panel harked through; 

poison, the remains of the meal. 

If no clue is at puce apparent, search must he made, 

' t. hthtu ttirang di-tumpn , 




a search for the speaking 

of the Adat that each one 

>riate clue by which the 

* 

>ie. 





if clear, take footing, 

✓ n 7 

if dark, cast the net. 
c due found and traced will lead to the 


t ‘ 



* I 

>rit. 


65. di -man a anjing me again 1 !• di-sit n bin wok ntenianjaf, 

dt-mana apt berpttpok di-sitn asap liftuar; 

where the dogs arc harking, there the lizard h climbing. 

r 1 * 

where the fire is piled, there the smoke is issuing, 
nut when an appropriate tandn is once found, the < Purl 


4 » ( 


very fast thereby, and proceeds with the inquiry. 


06 . 




1 >r. 


bedaughtt bo/eh di-jtnjinghin 
her Inti batch di-helakan : 
if there is a handle, it can he held, 
if there is a cord, it can he pullet 


67. 


jihi bertali tihnpat menghela. 

jit,a berjumbai lent pat beeguu tong. 

jda bertungh u tempo/ ber-sa-Haglets. 

if a cord, a means to pull, 

if a dangling string, a means to hang. 

if a hummock, purchase for the foot. 

Vli inquiry without a clue to lu* upon drifts aimlessly, 


ox. 



(/using tn'rpakn l'~t<i/> betpustag . 

la' her pa I - a tn era you ; 

a top with a peg spins steady thereon, 
without a peg swings wide. 


\n 



• * 


th 

o9. 


< ‘ t * 




1 diHision must In* Iias< i <l on thi* evidenw ot 

9 

. evidence that warrants the 


men ue at 
• r 

m Hum 





hr Ha fit fatso ti. 

ty-M-tumpUOH: 


i liup on <1 chop 






leap from a taking-oil pla*« 


v 


»* i H 


No i.T. 1!*I4 


no 




The amount of ev 



that warrants a 



customary law would surprise the student of S 
or Phipson. A matter that occurred in Xaning in 1908 will 


illustrate tin 


1 c 


\ 



ation of ila 



One morning an un¬ 


married girl entered a certain vernacular school, and removed 



from a peg the cap of one of the assistant teachers. 

unusual immodesty constituted a tan da, that was taken by the 

old men of the two clans concerned, to raise an irrebuttable 

He was 






in- 


presumption of misconduct i »y me young 

on compelled, despite his protests, to marry 
, she, significantly enough, being deprived of half her 

. The ‘ 






bride-price {chichir 

the trespass was the device of a hussy to secure a 
husband, rereived little consideration : partly, perhaps, because 



in a country district, when 


mi wor 



in 


the 



s i 




*st guarantee of good morals, the sedentarv occupation 



considerable leisure of the school-teachcr render him es 
suspect, on the Ovidian principle, 

oiia jucuntli causa cihusquc -tuali, 
leisure is the cause and food of 




70. 


i pleasant sin. 

The deadly effect <»f a tanda is a warning to the wise, 

i ». ’ 

metro h mg gap mam tr rim tig, 
it i a ra h ?rgesc 1 sa m pat la I it , 
tig gang hi In rati hug pa tali ,* 
danger alights. danger flies, 

~ i i 

danger touches as it passes, 
the hornhill passes, the twig snaps. 

More coincidence will nrohahlv he taken for cause : 




o 



u * 


. 


The moral for the individual, therefore, is — avoid suspic 

proximities; because, 

71. 



terf/esek Jrfina miauff. 
te ryegar Vena rebus: 

graze the bamboo, you get the itch; 

# , / 

jar it. a switch in the face. 


The sli ghtost touch of tin 



airs ( 


the sheath of the 


111! till 


H »0 



*) sets up an irritntion: $ 



more 



o switch in the fact* from a twig, that follows a 



collision 

rn 


I 1 he moral for the judge is 




inpuirv he eantious and 


I borough 


The best judge is hi* who i 


72. 


mnllm hiairak Imagining, 



izard 


c 



skilled in the art of the wrigg 
nng slowly from the base to the very top of the ] reet the 
type ol the cautious seeker for truth, who is not a shamed to 
retrace his steps when the line of inquiry 

73. 





\v roiu: 


S£sat ka-hnJong jahm 



• Jca-pangkal jahm. 


srsfil ka-hnjnng lento, hnhk ka-pant/lml kala\ 


Jour. So nit 


R rum'll 
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111 


astinv at the end of the track, back to the base of the 



The 


astra\ at tie* end of the utterance, hack to the l>ase of 

' ho utterance. 

had method of justice, the method of in- 



of 





sufficient discrimination, is 

74. hul’mu serl'ap, 

the judgment ol the thrusting fish-trap: 

1 cone-shaped trap thrust downwards by a wader in shallow 

is fish that it encloses. I regret to sav that thi? 
proverb i< commonly used. not without a certain j 
describe some phases of Knglish justice, especially the summary 

trial and conviction of batches of prisoners, such as gan' r - 

* * 

robbers, hawkers, or gamblers. 


water; \ 




. to 


A worse judge still, because corrupt* is bo wh 

mat ini kiihong. 


o is 


75. 

- - — - —-- , 

if * 

expert in the art of the living lemur; 
pouncing down where he sees a sure prey, exploiting 
of his Court with a nice discrimination. 

Hut, after all, 

76. ha jfi/,- I, iln In mill i/n n </ h'mhul. 

the plough lutes only where th< 

C ' « 

tbt* fool who submits to extortion ha 


the suitors 



IS Si 


>rt 




own softnes 


11 > 



I 



ortunatelv. wrong derisions, lmwe\er holiest, w 



o<fti r 


ai times; and injustices result, 

lain hi*!ok loin galang. 


77. 


lain hviufknk fain mrnanah , 
lain /.antaI lain chan at: 
one maids boat { 



?r man s Toners, 

one man s swellings another man s runnings, 

one man's loins another maids clouts; 

OfW man rajotfs thr jark-fmil. flu 7 (/inn adhrn> to amdhn\ 

as a more common nroveib has it; one man sins* another 
suffer 



V ■ 


When this Happen 
<Iissatisfartion that 


7S. 





eil person i 
in* iiuieteil. 




t 



lb 


Intkihw di-haH h'rkrlantf ih-tnala. 
firasa-rasa ha dan dti/ant datfunj; 
rankling at hoart, a mote in tin* eye, 

;in over>resent irritation like a thorn in me 

^ tla* i hi I«’ i hi * n i ol ilu* eiiurt in h'jiiIs 


t hi* lb 


is tlseies 


-at ism 

hut hi 


jiiilgnient ot 
heart iloes 


n*-i-la nee 


not i-oii-oiit tii the pay me 



79. 


di-un ink (h-henkan , 

nr pat th-laar ranthnntf th-at 



‘Of*., 


No. '*7, 
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!’ 


SO. 


lie offers it and gives it, 

O -7 

smooth without, I nit pointed within. 

When the injustice is incurable* it is useless to repine 



>Htp 



resignation i 



e onlv wisdom 


lintun pndn din , pisau pnda din, 
lilts tebal itada sin pa menegah, 

lilts nipis IiikIii sin/nt surah : 

lie Iml'ds the pumpkin, lie hold- the knife. 



i f a 

t hick 

1 i < *e 

-there is | 


i f a 

thin , 

si ice— 

—there is 

ti 

lis pro 

■verb 

is fi 

e«|iient v 

some 

erratic and 

1 who 

llv imacct 

pea n 

Maoris 

t rate 

: whe 

ii* lor e\i; 

that 

under 

1 In* *\ 

alal C 

•oiihl have 


train him. 


(pioted with resignation 

» decision of 





ei* 


' > 


Kur 

mild stabbing matter 


fowl and a fine uf twenty 



unl’ort nnaielv 


v rupia Having 

been brought to trial, is met witli a sentence of three months 

f_jf 

rig*irons imprisonment. 


\\ hen the sufferer f< 



> i k 


that he has been made the victim 


of a deliberate injustice, at the hands, perhaps, of some 

4 * 


i * 



"(I 


Inn nr export." he w ill vent hi- feelings with a less VC 
complaint: such as. 



81. 


pern hu Icaram sn-herat, 

ft inn n inttsam sn-helull ; 



I H >u t 


Ws I f 



nnerged at one end. 


the lime was sour on one side; 

a proverb which conveys the suggestion that the other parly 
has been unfairly favoured. 

i 

There are, however, traditional rebukes available, with \v 

i vulgar recrimination. A 



\y 


the old men 
favourite one is. 


upbraid sik 


82 . 



(/mill lent/l-nr, chentpk bri/ar. 
bichard ia’ man la I ah. 
m Snang la pirn ah di-rasa/ 

a fool and fpuirrelsoine. running and stubborn 
he. 


w 



not take defeat. 


but never enjovs a victory. 

'Tin* third line amounts, perhaps, to a warning with a pro- 

i * • * 


optic significance. 

Or pro 



v w 



ivpr 


i 


i Ik 


ivc; 


cnitrant follow u 



- m w v 

si iiuc doggerel distich, homely hut biting, such as. 

i / C r mj 


83. 


aft hm / u r m-h Ha h pa ra ny f 
brrhafa hi di-dr a (jar oram/; 
r/tinafur is a sort of axe* 
no one listens when lie talks 


( 


Jour. Strain 1M uiwll 
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84. 


gchtr M-llaja owing, 

rivriok ili-bNnknng owing; 


Ills title—libehtv, King. 

* ** rj 1 ■ 

his seat—outside the ring. 

i 

victim is not. however, w 

or less penetrating: tlic quotation of 





untame retorts, more 


85. 


IN ok kola agrtm, ki chou koto iniirni, 
hnngkok rick iiicngnm/niit si/nii mcngclanii: 


e! nek ’ erie 




a 



pattern: 


hen, * emrnip 
plaits i he mat. 


' cries the rohin. 

but si ill he spoils tin 


has been known to cause a twinge t<* the most case- hardened 

■ special point of the innuemlo is this:—a 


me cuter. 



Villi 
hunchback 



i 


•cut over hi> task, am 


ll; 


is no excuse foi 


ba«l work: the 'bail decision of the <>1«I men i> the mine repre¬ 
hensible for their age. 


86 . 


Perhaps he will add the sarcastic reflection 

in' so- 






rmilling in' sa-kali film: 

understanding arrives not in a mome 



Ih 


C Hurl's 


wise judgment comes not at once; 

Was tin* cause of their indifferent decision, 
suggesting that a basic unsuitable to the abilities < 

i I “ 

It is not likelv that he will have the last word in the con- 

* _ 

trover?7. The resources of the old men are considerable. It 
is more probable tliat. if he persists in his ill-chosen grumbles 
he will he overwhelmed with the sunnlv of less subtle abuse 



reserved for such obstinacy. 
F-. lul expressions will he 

87. 




smgkal In' nn 
h n go it n pnrioni 
a ploughshare that turns not the sod. 
a firebrand that quenches the embers : 


or 


88 . 


useh 

89. 


• * 



cover: nr 






cht'Hihuran nwhole, 
poisonous fungus, 
for any purpose w 

h u oJ 

1 1 *nhnin fifth /eo-laol in! file ih-wiilemt i leu it, 
tvnhnnipole leo-iinnit fiddle (li-wdletiii nf/oui ; 

fallen fruit, 

thrown to sea rejected hv fish. 

•i * 

thrown ashore rejected hv fowls. 

such crushing rejoim 


Adai 


is peculiarly rich in s 

because in the democratic 




enamr 



au Siat: 


w 



i 


I 1 

i i 



»■ custom dept 



for its power as much on the COU 


?{ V Soi:,, No. 1*7. 1014 





ent of the manv as On the authority of the few. the tongue, 




X 



•m 

or Iris, has always 


Weapon to coerce the wav ward 



nee< 


.1 t 


o 



a n 


Part III. 


Part III. Johor proverbs. The proverbs of Johor and Naning 

The dialect of the 


differ as str 

Xanimr Malat 




as (In 


t hoi i 



ts. 


s 1 


; the simple and ancient speech of a peasant 
community, with no literature worth the name. The Johor- 
Rian dialect, on the other hand, is not only the language of 

the classics of the golden age, but also a brilliant and 

' Cr 

of intercourse, adaptable to the needs ot a civ 



community. The work of the Johor p 

P, B. M. P. B. ( 1 ) founded bv the late Sultan, has shown how 



ogical 

n 




ca 




language is of rendering with precision 




terms of o 



eorresuom 



leiic 


e or 



technicalities ot 


ft • 



prudence : and n<> one who has lived for any time 
course with Johor Malays of education can 


m 




eo a 


bv th 



cidity of their speech as by it 


to 


( I 





gilt- 

o 

a n 1 1 







c and modern. 




"i i”® • 



] 




o uh* proverbs of Jonor are > 
o@e of Nailing arc simple and ancient: love terseness < 

in balaneed ant i theses. 

ust rat. ions almost 


•evitv, while the others 


mi 


lul 





here the Xaniny proverbs derive their 

entirely from the honielv incidents of rusti( 



i *- 
* * 




m 


V * 


* t , m .. . , | ^ 

of the buffalo to leave his wallow, the spinning ot a top 


tin* slicing of a 



ie 


*£ I 



ignorant 



pumpKin 
i such diverse 

ing skipper, the re 




’ J 


( 



>r reo 



Mir 



e 



i nc 


lb 

na as tilt 

>f a Chinese cs 


u 




ii.- 



of an 



S ( 



game, or the curious movements of the wrist -hairs 

90. 



Ti n in n hr 

the distant view of secondary jungle: 


neat and regular seen 

i 

• umlergrow 



afar, but a nearer in 




I' i|St' 




\ ladv whose 



\ ? 


do 



dis¬ 

tand 


close i n>pert ion ( Id’ nu 





91 


Island rupa, 
tlie palace of beamy: 

handsome person, that carries oil 

Contrast the common proverb, 

nnttah hurok di-sapn kapttr. 


any dross or fashion* 


an old house v\ith a coat of whitrwa 


line feathex 




a 




92 


Than b<~f a kang, 

the lahikang fish: and 



•). 



Mcngaiar PSngitahuan Bahasa 


Jour. Strait* Hn* 1 * 










93. 



juara ili-baicah 
the juara lish below 



the base scavenger fish of 
serv"' 



i s: the tvi)o of most ignoble 



94. 


Jirsar pasnk dari tiaiiff, 

the peg too big for the post : 


expomlitlire out of 



to income w 



cause p 



* 

* 



peg \v 

95. 





post. 


Pantos tocas. 

w 

haste loses: 


the terser Malay equivalent of "more haste, less speed. 


90. 


Metnhual bii/u ant 


to make a tool 





if 




n 


to treat as firewood : 

a person: to use him eynieallv for ones own 
euus. consuming him in the process. or ahan< 
his usefulness ceases. Another proverb, 

97. Membuat landaxan, 

to treat as a ehopping- 
has a simitar significance. 



98. 


Mata kotah, tflinf/a l£wipay(Mi> 


ev< 


t In 


e\ ( 


eves 
* 

n ot 1 

imitates the deaf a< 


of a Chinese boat, cars —the ears of a jar; 

are open, hut do 



that see, but do not perceive; ears 

The studied blindness and deaf nos; 


iea r. 


of one who 



r. 


99. 



A a m/nil It iaatl>aa <j 

:i ehmi!* of water-weed, 
expression is a 


l 1 ) a 




rsisic 


importunate fellow, who 




and to 


rn 


driven away returns undiseomlited, just as 
the water-weed pushed aside returns 
covers the spare ol open water Jlist cleared. 

an unstable perSOBJ the water-weed shows n 
surface of solid leaves, hut below there are 

onlv thin trailing roots. 



that 

A 



nan 



100. rcilah j* 

missing the season: 

jo the proper nce-planting season 

•rhial expression for a hadlv-timed dnterpri 

e of too late \ sutdok). 


■ 

taatiai ). 

e of anv 




sen 



prow 

, especially in 

A more common provero i 

niasita hi aiacan tai'iii/liilicltan halol’. 

launching the boat in the drought, 
when the river i> now too dry to float it. 


K A. S'- 


• * 


So r,7. 19h 






101 . 


Ilf, 
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SSmbunm tutna, 


t Ik 


C< HUr 



nt of the louse: 


OIll v 



-C 


•ealod: 



‘ii<; in 


the sand, ostrich fashion. 





bet raving it' whereabout 

v 

\n unfriendly action in> 

• -m, - 

of is detected. Another somewhat similar proverb is. 



ieieiitlv concealed, and so 





102. Kiiukd Mr pan dan a an, bttdi Ic&d&pttt&Kij 

inert im; a> friends, but the stratagem 

\ art is known, but appearance.' 

i not deceive* 



• * 




* 1011 ( 
onirli th< 


lricci re 

art* uii 



* 

i 




'lliln Vh 



1 


Sir 5\ . E. Maxwell trives a different niraninif to 



U*<V 


verb: No. 1(>5 of his collect ion in Vo 
Sec also A ifiran Budl, 445. 

. 3/ (*U jadi k nelt hinfil'd. 



t 




a 



to become a 
*rios oJ cake c< 



tiIra cake: 


with fii 


i * 


H )\ i 


a in! 




e 


iT.i'rM ' a ) h i- 1 1 lull 

or down, an r 

devil and the deep sea* 


t* 



*r 



of some diseomfart, w 
xtremelv hot < 



The ex- 

no escape 




F een 



ic 



Makati nasi katrah . 

catina rice from the bia cauldron: 


ti 





w. 


supported by ono*s parents : 

of independence. 

Mat di-ha trait daf/u, 

eheck-mafe benealh the chin 


yet poase>>iuif the cooking 


a disaster, win 


»r 1 m mi nrilr\ 


I lion 


i i 


i 


4 )< 



1. 


ipparont, 


was over- 


ioo. 



Me mb unt 8fly it? men hth, 

to treat as raw green-foot 

the g 


if i 


lev 


ion lor an ea 


on re 


-i 



o < 



t ease. -V slang o.\ pres¬ 




et 


1 



•oiiciit in 


mv contest. 


107. 



m enn km 



C VCS of 



'Die m Stiff kudu 


mSngkudu fruit: 

is covered \\ 





markin' 


O 


I certain aolf-ball 




a fruit w 



eyes, like 

eves, and 


mam 


s< i a 




inconstranev : a wanton roving eye. (t'ompan 


108. 

100 . 

NO. 


hepifniff lintn. a rock crab: 

Unggiling kerimj. an armadillo 



4 * 


type 




jenny, a jenny 
roe kinds of s 




* 

*■ * ^ * 



crali that is hard t 



t lie arm 
the s 






< so 


o that rolls up into an unyielding 
tough (Hut) that it must be hoc 



m 

* 



( 


1 


•oniplctolv through before the pod will come 


a wn v 


Jour. Strain 
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I 11. 


!,•<)*{■ ho // homhiii<j , 

the sympathy of the go; 1 1 ; 

the sympathy of the lip'. not of deeds* 



• * 



tin 


wo 





.tire. 


expression originates in the faille 

Jell into a dry Well. A goat eame lip and stood on the 
and to every application for help replied with the one word 
kaxthan, " 1 deeply sympathize: 
a>sistaneo. until iinallv the wolf died 




but rendered no more active 


I 12. 


dulolt' Haulm u , 
a Item hail knif< 



i proverbial expression for a eapalde and intelligent supporter, 

es are noted 

for their keenness : tin* knife is the supporter ( /n'liilon ) of the 

/.■iris, as the dagger was of the mediaeval sword. 


especially at games sm li as chess. hYmbau 


113. 


Chfrncharu m&lcan pit&iw, 

chlncharu fish feed late. 


I’he expression is applied to tin 


rn 



ill aiiV contest 



•oin 


cook lighting to football, that at first Peem> likelv to lose, but 

* 7 t * 

comes out strongly at the finish: " 


a gooi 



or. 


114. 


. 1 // siut ik*iw sr/Hil, 

the seuot fish reason. 


Sc/taf fish are imported in large quantities nt rr riant seasons 

from Siam to Singapore. and are exposed for sale salted and 
lioadl*This interesting expression means the season of t lie 


i anles? 




'(•ares in 

la t 


“gt* ii 

l ion-: doth < hinese and Malav 
retpiiie to tie appeased lot 
of biiman beads. 



fish.” and so. the season of the head-hunters 

ere hive been several historical hcad-hu nt in g 
e me of Singapore, always in connection 
ie works, especially those requiring deep loimda- 


tli 


* *4 


with 




lie 


\ e that tile ear 

listurhancc with a sacrifice 



r rbe planting. of post' for overhead electric-tram wire', the 
erection of Andoison Bridge, and tin 1 siisp»*n>ion of the bartioiir 

in I'.Ul, are recent oeca'ions of sm li -cares. The Io-1 

in .lohor 


work 


named scare extended to remote up-country places 

and Malacca: and wa> honoured with the attention of the 
K\eeini\e ( outiei! of the Colony. The final failure lo reach 
hot tom ;i t a certain point in tin* IVIoIv Aver ivchiinat ion. 
(whoiv an old -troani Foniiorlv dobouchiwl,) is conillioillv altri- 
billed to failure to satisfy the demand' of the oanus fori. 


115. 


Pal’ii Hi'hindu, 
a I )ut(«b nail : 



e decision. 


not to be extracted, and so a typ<- ol an i rrevoci RH 

Another explanation, given me b) a Siak Itaja. is that tin 

Dutch in former time', on the conclusion of negotiations w 

Sumatra chiefs, Would hammer a large nail into the Council 
table as a symbol of the i rinanenee of th eir bond. 



U. A. 8v< , No. d 7. I Ul 1. 
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116. 


Mrniiikni knlll rlinnii 



wearing 

i J 

iin over 

. Tin 




to maten. me expression 1 

ass in ihe tiger skin. 


tiger skin ; 

( _i 7 

•ing manner without authority or courage 

fl «/ 1 ^ 

i derived from the (aide of tlie 


117 . 


Membuat lio/uloli S'ulciuun, 

to imitate the wiles of Salopian. 


Hautali is a slang Sing; 




i 


'Famil won 


which ” brazen-faeedne 



.Malay inmteranfj), ior 
the nearest English equivalent. 

Snleman was a certain Muhammadan Madrasi, notorious in 
Singapore a generation ago for his impudent, hut 
defiance of the law in the Police Courts of those da vs. 1 

a< 


1 l » 


SllCCCM 





'till spoken of by his compatriots \\ 

The expression means u to play 

The origin of the e: 



respec 





< 



impudent hedge-lawyer 

I * 

ession is. however, rapidlv her 







i* jT K. ■ 

lost, especially with Malays, by whom it is generally quoted AS, 


in tint him I oink Snleninn, 
to imitate the intelligence of 



< * 


and the historic 

his proper fame 



•man ol Singapore see 


Prophet Solomon; 

\' to 1 OSC. 


111 



Th 


1 



lion stellar. 


w 

rase is an interesting example of slang in the transi- 


1IX. 


Mrmhunt kapitan Ktiling, 
to play the 




mer. 



e Kling. lie 



i, >' 


r) ' 



>per, 

navigation, when asked hv the 




but ignorant of 

f 

sman what course 





r 


< 



cries, " ( arrv on.” or 



i same a? 


is to 

usual,” in a loud 


and confident voice. 


A 



•rsoi) who is ignorant of 




c onceal his ignorance hv bluster. 


IS dunes, am auemp'-S to 

A somewhat similar proverb 



119. 


I'n Sum hn! 


I 



er Receive 


A person who has no knowledge o 

his work by successful picking of the 




s own. 
trains of others. 


carries on 


120 


At oilfl I so m h it I. 
with ’* receive ” for ca 


is another expression vv 



I 




a me meaning' 


J 21. 


/ #hnga nipis 

thin ears: 


over-sensitive: the equivalent of 



t 


kinneil 


J) 


Th 


Eng 


t 


e phrase, derived from 




Y 


SPII 



lOll 


l 


elephants’ ears, is also used t< 
easily pulled. 





^ i 


f 


i describe a person w hose leg i 


Juur. Struit> Urnucu 
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l iy 


122 


I ekukur mengikut kata, 

a dove that re 11 eats hi 


ester’s words. 


A proverbial expression for implicit obedience: used ot a 

husband’s subservience to a wife; or of a handv racing-boat. 


or a trustv 



t r 


-dog. 


122 . 


A a In huhini , 

dew-bugs ; 

■ 


f / 

A very concentrated expression. Enibuii i 
ii iglit: com pa re the I ine, 

s tail!/ bcrjfin ur nmlum lu'r-rmhit n. 


a s\ 


nonvin for 





sinn;/ hi'rjvmur tnnlum brr-f’inbuu. 

The kutu is an animal remarkable for adhesiveness* 

expression describes the class of person who stays to 

the vcrv end of a theatrical performance or dame, h( 
late in the small hours. It is also list'd in the sense of the 
English slang expression ‘“a night-bird ■ so, too. the . 

Word ufril. an evil spirit: and hdittu kubur, a grave-ghost. 




124. 


Berpaling tadcih. 



changing tack; a treacherous change ol I rout. 


Tadah — ** intercepting a h 



cr object ” (Wilkinson) : and 


«» here intercepting the wind, the set <»i the sails to the wind. 


125 . 


Kurh in;/ kffiilln Inin m. 
cats wit h black heads ; 


an euphemism for human thieves. 

W Iti*n something is miss 
cat with a Mark head/' is 


iim. to sav "taken, perhaps, bv a 

^ i * * * t • 

to s 11 < remst suspicion nt a thuM ID 



ar roiic 




m 



the house. 

tikus fun, tikus chetfc 
11{o musk-rats, that make their pillerings ftinl 

and unheard. 



niL r s uimeen 


1 26 . 





*Ji$ki dun law ana, 


a chH'i eard with two chances: 


a double chance. two strings to one's how. 

Seliai In jo fit bertittihol, 

a dart with a sharpened hunt, 
often lia> this meaning, as well as the meaning i ou m -h 

ness/’ noted by Mr. Wilkinson m his paper on Malay proverbs. 

t ,j vi • i i ( ; , a . A ncoil i *r il loo ii i a 11 \ to mea - a I any 

( hekt nun laicang is also u>eu <uiiwjmuuj 

« « •. t , * , t i lrt V.iniiwr nroverb. rtiUU BQrDOlOn*} 

of frail virtue. Compare the .Nann- 

dun siiiui , number above. , ,,.. r i i 

__ *' . . I* tlw nlirase si i (* ( llilord ami 

For the exact meaning ol <i"‘ P 11 ™" , . 

r% .. , • i* iinrlnr C*h fkl Inn dun lOttntl (J* 

Swettenham’s Dictmnan unitu * « '<'• * 


127. 


tb 


e c 


Jt /engheret sepilr 

dragging ai a sna^r: 

ontinuous burden of some ever-prew 

jfe or a protracted disease. 


lit 



a jealous " 


It. -\ . Si M' 


* ♦ 


Nu. »>7. I'J11. 



1 


A COLLECTION OF MALAY PROVKBHS. 


128 . 



the c 
would 


Tuan Pvfi'ri Liiin, 

1’rineess Wax-taper; and 

Tuan J’nttri Haiti (lulu. 

Prim-ess Simar-Forehead : 

emiiiate persons who slum gmtur out 

molr the wax : or in the rain. 


tr 

it Wo 



in 

on 




r sun,— 

the susrar. 


KllY'ininacv in anv form. 


120 . 


Pun da i b its 1 ’l i i-si 1 pi I, 
clover in nips and squeezes: 


resource even in extreme difficulties : ir 


I M ill III III 


inir over obstacle? 


131 . 


l> a r </o I ok hnrynda >. 
stabbing and pawning; 
resistance to the utmost, espccii 

arc exhausted there remains tin 



v in litigation ; when finances 

resort to weapons; employing 


every rest 


• j I 


132 . 


liurok si I,-a. 


rotten e 



to ask for the return of a iriI’t: eonipaiv the doggerel 
Emrli.sh children. 



" < live a tliinu' and lake a 



i m 

f 1 



Is a naughtv man’s plaything. 

s curious phrase came to 

Slim biruhtl, is another turn] of it. 

I ton used in connection Willi tills I * 111; I ' 


I uni unable to discover how 
nonuiiv il^ moaning. 


Another expression o 


133 . 


I ku bohir bHorhon tli-btnrok Intn/tfo-n ijo . 



Inmi bibirhon below 



house-ladder; 


the elTect of which is to (produce 4 * r< 



nue 


ol i 


M 


rsoii wiio demand 


ark 


a 



g once given 


Ibow 99 in 
Both phi 


ic 


•;l-c 


ippear to he in origin an imioveat ion of a curse on iueannesj 

the elbow being the joint that e I foots the act ol in 


134 . 


Mttsok lonnnf so-/,'*rot. 

4 F 





to enter a hiiml ailev 

* 

ere is no exit at tile far end. 

e moiiev invested 


\ 


n 



< i 



itali c undertaking * 



i rs in. but docs not ctiionjc. 


135 . 


He pstn oh I HMt/f/an (/ 9 
surrendering to the rider; 


tame submission, esueeiallv 


o 


f 


* j -i 


a w i Ir to In 


*r 


Hi'h; 


\ 


V w 

concise Johor form of the proverb, 

bdfftii onto ini’ntjirohh'an flirt. 

the self-surrender of the camel 

Md-sole omhonff ntosulr 
into 


136 . 



fo mosolt* biltwtj . 

* market basket, not into the account; 
not worth mentioning, nothing out of the common. 



]»ni hi; It 


Jour. St rah" 







A COLLECTION OK MALAY' Ph‘<)VK|{1:S. 



Tin 


incuts. or 




mrase is used particularly of mediocre accomplish- 

in games or lian<Iiorafts, passing muster, 

not remarkable. Compare the Knglish colloquialism to " pa-> 
in a crowd.” 



Arabic pi irase QVoJtuli-h&l is used commonly 


in 


tli 


'OI lie sense 


137. 


A 


Hill,'(III irlulls ih-hmil urkniu/, 

not even a sore — made into a ulcer. 


e 


bt 



out of ;| mole- 


exaiTurrated into a crime: a mountain made 

(L ( 



13N. 



Ituijiu hihoh-hi/ui/i hcramu di-iluhim Inula n, srmhn, 

spider 



kc a 

sell-atte 





g a house of its own entrail 

(7* 

at follows }i:\ mg on capital. 


139. 


Jdnf/k'dp muni. 

packing in as vou catcl 


I lie abseilee ol selection. 



11 


s acceptance of what come first 


and. For example, as contrasted with the recruitment 



* # 


eompctn no examination, tli% 

onor service is described bv Malnvs as 


<d 1 1 N‘ Colonial ( ivil Service 

format ion of the J 

UI * t bo principle of ttutfffatjt wiitil . 

C ompare a more common proverb, 

<isoI hr r sis vl' ih m an-inh , 

anythin!' with stales counts as 

Another Johor expression somewhat 


•cut ” 


140. 



a r i 


141. 


tile ab 


si I ii I tin pdf , 

taking it as voti find it 


* * 


< 





I i'dit 




ired at a certain 


a.*nec oi provision or preiiininan 
erence of meaning between this phrase and /(ingkap mwtl 

*ia -* ■ ■ * • * * ■ * • 

a iiruole is 

a 

mean to reiv on finding' one on 

* • 

arrival: iangkap maul would mean to take the first person 

found without further inquiry into his ah’" 


1 

may bo illustrated thn 
ige; $ifui dupat would 



142. 


fjtf/i't //nt (fhnl hnismnf 


a 


usband to scare wild-cats; 


a inn maw 


C*OUVCriHMH*C 1 




an affeefiong a 
for the purpose of protection^ a phrase common \y 


a rrui" 

used bv 


widows on 

their remarriauv. 

c ^ 

Similar expressions are hi 

/u'risui . the 

” shield liushaikl 

and laki chPrinm ntula, tl 

looking-gl 

ass husband.” 



143. 


A 


ft ht It VO HUt, 


efcat o 



1 wri>t-!iair 


lefeated 


K* 


for 



t remelv nervou 

observe tli 


0 contest 

I teforc 


bciriii 


Wlit 


I T* i 


rc 


th 


t 1 I M 


Mr 


t i 


<>i a 


a person 
co 11 test. 


o < 


ious phenomenon that his wrist p»•r»pire> 



i s ex 

l 


o a v* 


/ r 



Sot 


V # 



« Ci 1 1 



y 



1-22 
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lv, and the \v ri st-ha i rs droop 
from the skin. The expression 
slant;. “ in a blue funk.” 




{ 


instead of sta 
sorresponds to the En 


up 


glish 

O 


144 . 


Lejxtxkan but ok di-tangga, 
getting rid of tin* cough at the top of the house-ll 


a temporary and insufficient riddance of some nuisance. 




•ei 



on 


Ik 


pi i rase is commonly used when a superior 
some troublesome piece of work to a subordinate: and 
compared with the expressions m&mbuat Isa pi Ion K Sling and 

Pu Som but. explained above. 


145 . 


.Mali /tinlaic di-bnat sSmpSna, 



9 

ekv words, es- 


the prayer defeated hv iii-omcnc<l words 

* * V # | ^ 

paraphrase — “the very thing desired, your very wish, would 
a ve come about, but it has been prevented by your unlucky 
'ords.” A proverbial warning' against 
peeially against ill-omened interpretation of dreams. 

The idea underlying this proverb is the idea that under¬ 
lay the (i reek practice of euphemism, namely, a belief in the 
er of suggestion both good and bad: to call the runes 
u kindly ” or the Kiixine “ hospitable” was a method for pro¬ 
ducing the desired behaviour. Compare too the idea under¬ 
lying the linguistic taboos described in Skeat, Malav Magic. 




I hul bunoh ib u. 

the reinedv of " ki 



mot her; 


1 1 


tin* final remedy. 



desf ruction of tin* senimo ol an evil. 



For example, a Pengludu has persisted in grost 

* r 1 * ■ • M • 



er warning 
be t 




>ss inn 

to suggest the reinedv of hint nit tbit wo 

» i _ i ™i 

^ p j 

o propose his i 

Applied to tin* trouble of a protracted illness, the expression 
would suggest that the disease is incurable, that del 

i, * 

only cure. 



i 



147 . 


Pa * Peril oi 
Father Bathing-attendant. 

4 Jf 

•\n expression used in Johor to refer to a third party present 

*!i ker. 


on anv occasion whose identity is not known to tin 


For example, ” Pa* PScholcolc bouiuk 



to * 


Our friend over there i,» intoxicated. I 



would moan 


* * 



a 


disguised lorm of tut 



It 


sparaging sense 
I don't 



,•1 








ms a i 

amounts to Our trie ml over than 
look of him 

The origin of the phrase is curious. PSrehokok is to splash 
water while bathing in a pool or river (compare kt iimpong) ‘ 

>se duty is the not very 

or well-defined one of standing on watch at a distance 
ladies are bathing, lienee the uncomnliuientary signi- 


Pa Pei 


m 

\v 



is {the attendant, win 




ficance of the term 


Jour. Straits Branch 
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To, sajar tncntua loin. 


not noticing the mother-in-law pass by. 

The Malav mother-in-law exacts considerable attention from 
the newly-married: to fail to observe her presence is therefore 


the height of hli.v-ful preoccupation. 



mother-in-law 


Some Ii^rht is thrown on the subject of 
by another significant expression, 

Hujan hn/ou mentua, 
a drive-home-the-mot her-.in-law shower: 
a passing shower onlv; but the threat of it sutHees to ; 
mother-in-law hurrying home, and secures the young couple 
at least a temporary respite from her attentions. 



149 . 


Aih/kiI Hong, 
four masts; 


is another colloquial expression 


i ir 


I Kjrfed 



* * » 


For 


example. 

magong am pa l tiong, four masts drunk, 
describes the perfect-peace-with-all-the-Vorld stage of intoxi- 
on that comes between mo boh Ira util and tuaholr 




11 non fit 


stlaseh. 

The e x press ion dates from the sensation ci 
Malays by the lirst four-masted ship that arrived in Singapore! 

e masts” became a synonym for perfection* 


»ed 
1 * 
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